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Upsilon Alpha Chapter

Spring Hill College

Charter Banquet

May 6, 2000

Thank Yous


The journey to become a chapter of Tau Kappa Epsilon was a long and arduous one.  The dream of a charter at Spring Hill College would not have been realized without the support, prayers, and hard work of the following people: God, our families, the Fraters and Gentlemen of the Nu Mu Chapter, Fraters Adam Rapp, Matt Hancock, Blake DeWitt, Brett Acks, Steve Clements, Bryan McCarthy, Jason Sanders, Mark McCauley, Anthony Lancaster, Donald Hawkins S.J., Jesus Rodriguez S.J., Dr. Donald Culberson, Steven Pochard, Mrs. Elizabeth DeWitt, John Balog, Rev. Steve Sauer, S.J. Dean of Students, the sororities and fraternities of Spring Hill College, and the Spring Hill College Community.  

The fraters of the Upsilon Alpha Chapter of Tau Kappa Epsilon Fraternity would like to thank each of you for coming to help us celebrate such an exciting and moving evening. Each person assembled at this event has in some way helped ensure the success of this Chapter. Without generous support from all of you, none of tonight’s events would be possible. Please remember that the Upsilon Alpha Chapter has worked hard to mention all of those people who have given so much of their time and efforts. Tonight when you leave, please make sure that you know how much we appreciate everyone who has made this possible. 


May you be blessed for all of your support and assistance. Remember that Tau Kappa Epsilon was founded on three essential elements; love, charity, and esteem. Thank you again for all that each of you has done for the Upsilon Alpha Chapter of Tau Kappa Epsilon Fraternity. 

Founders of Tau Kappa Epsilon

Joseph L. Settles
   C. Roy Atkinson

Owen I. Truitt

James C. McNutt

Clarence A. Mayer

 9th Paragraph of the Declaration of Principles 
We believe that the essential elements of true brotherhood are love, charity, and esteem; love, that binds our hearts with the sturdy chords of fraternal affection; charity, that is impulsive to see virtues in a brother and slow to reprove his faults; esteem, that is respectful to the honest convictions of others and that refrains from treading upon that which is sacred to spirit and conscience; these are the triple obligations of every brother in the bond. 

Schedule of Events

Welcome





Frater Matthew J. Previts









YA 4, Toastmaster

Toast to the Colony and the Chapter


Frater Donald Hawkins, S.J.









YA 23, BOA Chairman



Invocation





Frater Nathan Kozakiewicz









YA 24, Hypophetes

Introduction of Head Table Guests


Frater Matthew J. Previts

DINNER
Chef’s Garden Salad

Baked Chicken

Green Been Casserole / Mashed Potatoes

Cherry Cobbler
Welcome from the Dean of Students

Rev. Stephen Sauer, S.J.

Response from the International Fraternity
Frater Lenwood Cochran








Past Grand Prytanis

Presentation of Horseshoe


Frater Brian McCarthy







Chapter Management Consultant 

Remarks by the Chapter Prytanis

James J. Renda, YA 1

Presentation to Spring Hill College

James J. Renda, YA 1

Presentation to the Installing Officer

James J. Renda, YA 1

Chapter Awards
Frater Blake DeWitt



 NM 240, Chapter Advisor

Presentation of Chapter Certificate

Frater Lenwood Cochran

Closing Remarks



Frater Matthew J. Previts, YA 4

The History of Upsilon Alpha Chapter of Tau Kappa Epsilon

For the thirteen founders of Colony 741, the dream of Tau Kappa Epsilon became reality when the Nu Mu Chapter initiated these men on April 28, 1998.  It is due in no small part to the members of the Nu Mu Chapter that the Spring Hill Colony is in existence. 

During the fall of 1997, two Spring Hill College students were invited by one of their high school friends, a TKE pledge, to a party at the Nu Mu House.  During this party, four members of the Nu Mu Chapter approached one of the Spring Hill students, Jamey Renda. These fraters began telling Jamey about the high regard they had for not only the founding fathers of TKE, but also for the founding fathers of their chapter and related to Jamey that he had the opportunity to be a founding father of TKE at Spring Hill College.  After the party that night, Jamey spoke with the other Spring Hill student that went to the party, Rick Thome, and the idea was planted to found a TKE chapter at Spring Hill College.  Soon Jamey and Rick approached Jean-Paul Morrell about the idea and he decided to join in their mission to build TKE at Spring Hill College.  Next, Matt Previts was approached by these men and invited to a TKE party at the Nu Mu house.  Afterwards, he to agreed to join.  This solidified the founding four members of Spring Hill Colony.  In the spring, the Offices of the Grand Chapter sent Brent Acks, then Adam Rapp to build the colony and prepare the new members for initiation.  The founding fathers of this colony did not have an easy task when they decided to start another fraternity at Spring Hill College.  The idea was met with heavy resistance from the three national and three local fraternities.  TKE signs were torn down and cars were vandalized.  On the day of initiation, however, the Dean of Students granted permission for TKE to become a student organization recognized by the school and campus community.  So, that night, April 28, 1998, the founding fathers were initiated into the Bond of Tau Kappa Epsilon, the world’s greatest fraternity.

The fall of 1998 brought a number of challenges and successes to the members of the Spring Hill Colony.  The fraters of the colony became focus on upholding the colony’s dedication to service while preparing for their first major social event.  The Colony welcomed Frater Blake DeWitt, NM 240, as colony advisor.  The Greek Council and Inter-Fraternity Council officially recognized TKE as a full voting member in November.  TKE earned the highest combined GPA of any fraternity on campus.  Additionally, the colony initiated its first new member in December.  Since Spring Hill College sponsors a deferred rush, the colony also focused on preparations for rush, which began the second week of the Spring Semester.  Additionally, seven fraters attended the Centennial Celebration in New Orleans, LA on January 9th-10th.  

The Spring Hill Colony participated in its first formal rush week, January 18th –23rd.  To the shock of the entire Greek Community, the Spring Hill Colony signed twelve new members, beating every other fraternity on campus.  During the course of the pledge period, five new members were lost but seven were initiated into the Bond of Tau Kappa Epsilon on April 19, 1999.  The Spring Hill Colony finished second to Phi Mu in the Dean Cup’s, beating the other six fraternities and two national sororities.  Again, TKE finished with the highest GPA of any fraternity on campus.  In addition, the Spring Hill Colony initiated its first two honorary members, Rev. Donald Hawkins, S.J. and Rev. Jesus Rodriguez, S.J.  These fraters are only not serving on the Board of Advisors, but are also supportive of the colony in all of our efforts.  

In the fall of 1999, the colony initiated two more new fraters into the Bond.  A Constitution, By-laws, Order of the Founders, and Knights of Classic Lore Standards were approved.  An Executive Committee was created and candidates were sought out for the Board of Advisors.  The colony rededicated itself to the goal of becoming a Chapter by the end of year and adopted a plan to make the dream come true.  The Spring Hill Colony won Greek Week, beating two national sororities and six fraternities.  Again, the Colony earned the highest GPA of any fraternity on campus, in addition to besting the all-male average, and was the only fraternity on campus to earn above a 3.0 GPA.


The spring of 2000 found the Spring Hill Colony preparing for IFC-sponsored Rush.  Thirty-four men signed up for rush week.  At Bid Night, January 21, Spring Hill’s seven fraternities gathered in Quinlan Quad to greet the new members of their fraternities One by one, the rushees ran down the stairs wearing the letters of their new fraternity.  One-third of the rushees ran down the stairs in TKE letters.  The eleven new men that the Spring Hill Colony signed that night not only surpassed any other fraternity, but it was more than Lambda Chi Alpha and Sigma Chi combined.  Although the colony was disappointed that they were now three men short of the thirty-five required, they celebrated the quality of the eleven new men that were signed.  


Despite a relatively short pledge period, the Gamma Class quickly became involved in the workings of the colony.  Through a combined effort, an additional class of four men was recruited so that after Gamma Class initiation, a Delta Class of pledges would form.   The Gamma Class was initiated on February 20 and TKE officially became the largest fraternity on campus.  At the Leadership Awards Banquet, three members were accepted into the Order of Omega Honor Society, making TKE the fraternity with most members in the Order.  Finally, on April 16, the four members of Gamma Class were initiated and Tau Kappa Epsilon now had thirty-six undergraduate members, three honorary members, and two alumni.  This is very impressive considering that just two years before, TKE did not even exist at Spring Hill College.

Charter and Horseshoe

	Charter
	A charter is official recognition that a group of fraters has met a series of standards that must be achieved to become a chapter.  As part of the Grand Chapter, Upsilon Alpha will be able to vote at Conclave, own and maintain its own ritual equipment, among other things.   

	[image: image2.png]



	In April of 1921 members of the Fraternity at The Ohio State University made their way to the Conclave in Madison, Wisconsin. At the conclusion of the vote granting their charter as Omicron Chapter, one of the members pulled from his pants pocket a rusty horseshoe that the fraters had picked up along the way. Believing that the horseshoe had granted the chapter good luck, the tradition began to pass the horseshoe down to each chapter.


            The Fraters of the Upsilon Alpha Chapter of Tau Kappa Epsilon

	YA 1
	James J. Renda
	Founders Class
	April 28, 1998

	YA 2
	Rick D. Thome
	Founders Class
	April 28, 1998

	YA 3
	Jean-Paul Morrell
	Founders Class
	April 28, 1998

	YA 4
	Matthew J. Previts
	Founders Class
	April 28, 1998

	YA 5
	Eric Jukes
	Founders Class
	April 28, 1998

	YA 6
	Aiden Denagall
	Founders Class
	April 28, 1998

	YA 7
	Mark Wilhelm
	Founders Class
	April 28, 1998

	YA 8
	Jonathon Parsons
	Founders Class
	April 28, 1998

	YA 9
	Shane Langley
	Founders Class
	April 28, 1998

	YA 10
	Michael Blackstone
	Founders Class
	April 28, 1998

	YA 11
	Francisco Palermo
	Founders Class
	April 28, 1998

	YA 12
	Wesley Stokes
	Founders Class
	April 28, 1998

	YA 13
	Delvin Seawright
	Founders Class
	April 28, 1998

	YA 14
	Brian Weber
	Bastard Class
	December 9, 1998

	YA 15
	Rob Ruffino
	Alpha Class
	April 18, 1999

	YA 16
	George Peter Marse, III
	Alpha Class
	April 18, 1999

	YA 17
	Stephen Fitzgerald
	Alpha Class
	April 18, 1999

	YA 18
	Chris Kononchek
	Alpha Class
	April 18, 1999

	YA 19
	Brandon Gough
	Alpha Class
	April 18, 1999

	YA 20
	Nathan Cunningham
	Alpha Class
	April 18, 1999

	YA 21
	Seth Laubinger
	Alpha Class
	April 18, 1999

	YA 22
	Rev. Donald Hawkins, S.J.
	Honorary Member
	April 29, 1999

	YA 23
	Rev. Jesus Rodriguez, S.J.
	Honorary Member
	April 29, 1999

	YA 24
	Nathan Kozakiewicz
	Beta Class
	November 14, 1999

	YA 25
	Chris Crofton
	Beta Class
	November 14, 1999

	YA 26
	Dr. Donald Culberson
	Honorary Member
	February 20, 2000

	YA 27
	Joel Messamore
	Gamma Class
	February 20, 2000

	YA 28
	Nick D’Alessandro
	Gamma Class
	February 20, 2000

	YA 29
	Bryan Jeffery Bertucci
	Gamma Class
	February 20, 2000

	YA 30
	Lamar Hinton
	Gamma Class
	February 20, 2000

	YA 31
	Brett Curran
	Gamma Class
	February 20, 2000

	YA 32
	Ted Perry
	Gamma Class
	February 20, 2000

	YA 33
	Matt Lursen
	Gamma Class
	February 20, 2000

	YA 34
	Adam Werling
	Gamma Class
	February 20, 2000

	YA 35
	Will Malone
	Gamma Class
	February 20, 2000

	YA 36
	Justin Zabrecky
	Gamma Class
	February 20, 2000

	YA 37
	Jorge Saladrigas
	Gamma Class
	February 20, 2000

	YA 38
	Demetrius Golfos
	Delta Class
	March 16, 2000

	YA 39
	Aaron Loupe
	Delta Class
	March 16, 2000

	YA 40
	Robbie Beckmann
	Delta Class
	March 16, 2000

	YA 41
	Ryan Roth
	Delta Class
	March 16, 2000

	YA 42
	Preston Denagall, Jr. 
	Honorary Member
	May 6, 2000

	YA 43
	Arthur A. Morrell
	Honorary Member
	May 6, 2000

	YA 44
	Dr. Gary J. Previts
	Honorary Member
	May 6, 2000

	YA 45
	Dr. George Peter Marse, Jr.
	Honorary Member
	May 6, 2000


	Founders Class
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	Front:  Jonathan Parsons, Delvin Seawright, Michael Blackstone, Jean-Paul Morrell

Back:  Wesley Stokes, Francisco Palermo, Matthew Previts, Aiden Denagall, Adam Rapp, Jamey Renda, Rick Thome, Eric Jukes, Shane Langley, Mark Wilhelm

	Alpha Class
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	Nathan Cunningham, Peter Marse, Rob Ruffino, Brandon Gough, Stephen Fitzgerald, Chris Kononchek, Seth Laubinger


	Beta Class
	Beta Class
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	Nathan Kozakiewicz, Chris Crofton
	Nathan Kozakiewicz, Chris Crofton

	Gamma Class
	Gamma Class
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	Front: Nick D'Alessandro, Justin Zabrecky, Adam Werling, Brett Curran

Back:  Matt Lursen, Ted Perry, Will Malone, B.J. Bertucci, Lamar Hinton, Joel Messamore
	Front: Nick D'Alessandro, Justin Zabrecky, Adam Werling, Brett Curran

Back:  Matt Lursen, Ted Perry, Will Malone, B.J. Bertucci, Lamar Hinton, Joel Messamore


	Delta Class
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	Ryan Roth, Robbie Beckmann, Aaron Loupe, Demetrius Golfos

	Founding Four
	Honorary Members
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	Matthew J. Previts, Jean-Paul Morrell 

Rick Thome, Jamey Renda
	Dr. Donald Culberson, Donald Hawkins, S.J., Jesus Rodriguez, S.J.
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