CODE OF HONOR

Tau Kappa Epsilon

S.H.C. Colony

Spring Hill College


Tau Kappa Epsilon, Spring Hill Colony, believes in the ideals of brotherhood, education, leadership, honesty, and trust and seeks these ideals through our actions.  Each member must realize that all actions taken by any one member affects the entire fraternity.  The goals within our colony is to present ourselves with integrity and honor before our campus and community.  It shall be, and will be, the duty of each member to uphold this Code of Honor to the best of his ability for the sake of the brotherhood and integrity, honor, and reputation of Tau Kappa Epsilon.

ARTICLE I

General Behavior

Section 1.
INTERNAL BEHAVIOR

1. Each frater shall follow the Constitution and its Bylaws in accordance with the S.H.C. Colony and the Grand Chapter.  Violation of this principle shall result in a misdemeanor charge.

2. Any frater who discloses any secrets or ideas which could in any way hurt the reputation or prosperity of the fraternity shall be charged with a felony of treason.  The punishment will be determined by the Tribunal Committee according to the severity of the crime.

3. Any malicious damage to Tau Kappa Epsilon property, the property of another frater, or property in which another frater is responsible for, will be charged with either a misdemeanor or felony, depending on the severity.  In addition, the frater must personally pay restitution.

4. Any act of theft against another frater will result in a treason charge.  Theft is defined as the wrongful taking and carrying away the personal goods or property of another.

5. The unwarranted assault of another frater will result in a treason charge.  Assault is defined as any physical act which causes the victim any undue stress, discomfort, and or harm to his physical being.

6. All fraters are to be held personally responsible for any actions of his guests.  If that guest should damage any property, then the host frater shall be held responsible for restitution for that damaged property.

7. All fraters shall treat other frater’s girlfriends or wives in a courteous manner, which reflects respect for the frater.  Any violation will result in a misdemeanor or felony depending on the severity.

8. Each frater is instilled with the responsibility of helping a fellow frater in a time of need.  This especially pertains to the prevention of letting a frater drive under the influence of a controlled substance, by any means necessary.

9. Any and all problems that have the possibility of internal disturbance within the fraternity will be discussed openly in colony meetings.  If the problem is of a personal nature than the discussion will be held in private council (Executive Officers) only.  The decision of the council is final.  If the dispute is between 2 officers the BOA shall convene to solve the matter.  The decision of this consolate is final.

Section 2.
EXTERNAL BEHAVIORS

1. Fraters shall always treat fellow fraters will the utmost respect and dignity, this especially applies in public settings.  Fighting in a public place is prohibited.  Violation of this will result in a misdemeanor or felony charge depending on the severity. 

2. All fraters shall uphold campus, state, federal, and international laws.  This is extremely important, for the failure to comply to these standards could result in the suspension or expulsion of the entire colony.  Violation of these laws will result in a felony or treason charge.

3. Any member who willingly engages in behavior which brings reproach upon the Fraternity in a public forum will be charged with a felony.  Any frater who willing endangers the health or safety of another Frater shall be guilty of treason.

4. Irresponsible behavior of any fraternity member while wearing Tau Kappa Epsilon letters or while in attendance at a function will result in a misdemeanor or felony charge.

5. Every Tau Kappa Epsilon Frater shall act in a courteous and prestigious manner which follows the principles of Tau Kappa Epsilon.  Violation of this will result in a misdemeanor charge.

6. No profanity shall be used in public where it may have a negative effect on the fraternity.  The violation of this will result in a misdemeanor after three complaints are filed with the Pylortes.

ARTICLE II

Alcohol and Drugs

Section 1.
Public drinking at any official fraternity event except those that have been approved by the Risk Management Committee and the Executive Council is strictly prohibited.  Any violation of this will result in a misdemeanor charge.

Section 2.
All rush activities will be DRY functions.  Any violation of this principle will result in a felony charge.

Section 3.
The possession, sale, and / or use of any illegal drug at any time is strictly prohibited.  Any violation of this will result in a felony charge.

ARTICLE III

Hazing

Section 1.
No member shall conduct activity that could be considered hazing.  Hazing is defined as any intentional act, mental, physical, or emotional, which places the candidate under any undue stress, discomfort, or harm.  Any violation of this principle will result in treason charges.

ARTICLE IV

Sexual Abuse

Section 1.
No frater shall conduct any form of sexually abusive behavior, whether is be physical, mental, or emotional.  Any violation of this principle will result in a felony or treason charge depending on severity.

ARTICLE V

Colony Meetings and Rushes

Section 1.
Colony Meetings are where all business of the Fraternity shall be conducted.  Therefore, Colony meetings are to be treated and run with dignity and respect.  No frater shall engage in a disruptive act during the meeting.  Violation of this principle will result in a misdemeanor charge.

Section 2.
Attendance and punctuality at colony meetings, rush events, and other functions is crucial to our survival and is required.  If a frater is unable to attend a meeting, rush, or other function he should leave a message with the Grammateus of his absence.  If any frater is late or absent to a function and has not notified the Grammateus of his absence on more than two occasions, then the frater will be charged with a misdemeanor.

