Bylaws of the Tau Kappa Epsilon Theta Colony University of Minnesota

ARTICLE I:

Preamble

We, brothers sworn in solemn compact, in order to secure the benefits, intellectual, social and moral, derived from a closer fellowship, do institute and ordain this constitution.

General

SECTION 1 Name. The name of this organization shall be the University of Minnesota Tau Kappa Epsilon colony affiliate of Tau Kappa Epsilon International Fraternity.

SECTION 2. Corporation. This fraternity shall be a corporation not for profit under the laws of the State of Minnesota.

SECTION 3. Government. The government of this fraternity shall be provided in its meetings except as required by the laws of Tau Kappa Epsilon International Fraternity, the State of Minnesota, University of Minnesota, or otherwise provided in the Constitution and Bylaws.

ARTICLE II:

Purpose

Primarily to foster academic achievement not in word only, but in deed, through the establishment of an academic committee, which shall promote intelligent and worthwhile attitudes of scholarship. To provide service to the individual, through group participation, and to the college and community, through group endeavor. To sponsor, but at the same time to sensibly delimit and put in the proper perspective, social activities beneficial, rather than detrimental, to the individual.

ARTICLE III:

Membership

SECTION 1. Kinds of Members. The membership of the colony shall consist of undergraduate, inactive, and alumni members, honorary members and Chapter Corporations that hold title to real or personal property for use by and undergraduate chapter.

SECTION 2. Active Member Defined. An undergraduate member is a male student in good standing at a university level institution in the Twin Cities community, who has not graduated with a Bachelor Degree, who has been initiated by an undergraduate chapter, and who has not been granted inactive status.

SECTION 3. Inactive Member Defined. An inactive member is a regularly initiated member in good standing that shall be:

First: An unaffiliated undergraduate student in attendance at a school where a chapter of this fraternity is established and is a regular initiate of an undergraduate chapter at another school; or

Second: An undergraduate member whose participation in chapter activities has been precluded because of:

(a) An extended illness, injury or other extreme and unexpected reason.

(b) Not being enrolled as a student.

(c) Not residing in the Twin Cities area because of participation in an internship, co-op program, foreign exchange student program or student teaching program; or

Third: Any member not meeting the requirements set forth in these bylaws.

SECTION 4. Alumni Member Defined. An alumni member is one who continues to be in good standing, which has ceased to be a student in attendance in school, or continues to be in attendance in school after graduating with a Bachelor Degree, and who has been regularly initiated into Tau Kappa Epsilon as:

(a) An undergraduate member of an undergraduate chapter, or

(b) As an alumni member of a undergraduate colony which has been chartered as a chapter of Tau Kappa Epsilon, or

(c) As an alumni member of a local fraternity, affiliated or unaffiliated, which has been chartered as a chapter of Tau Kappa Epsilon.

SECTION 5. Honorary Members Defined.

(a) An honorary member is one of the following who, having been nominated by an undergraduate chapter and confirmed by the Executive Vice President, is not a member of any other national social fraternity and who has been regularly initiated into TKE:

(1) Male members of the faculty of WSU,

(2) Male persons who have rendered or are rendering important service to the school, the community, the state, or province, or the nation, who are of good moral character; or

(3) Male persons who have rendered important service to Theta Colony of TKE.

(b) Alumni of any local fraternity, which has been installed as a chapter, may be initiated as honorary members by an undergraduate chapter.

(c) The Executive Vice President shall designate the place of initiation, and which

(a) Undergraduate chapter scroll such honorary member shall sign when initiated, and the manner his signature shall be affixed thereto.

(d) Upon the approval of the Grand Prytanis, a chartered alumni association may initiate alumni of a school where a chapter is held in suspension, and such initiates shall sign the scroll of the undergraduate chapter designated by the Grand Prytanis.

(e) Honorary members shall have all the privileges of alumni members.

SECTION 6. Discrimination. Membership shall not be discriminatory upon the basis of race, color, creed, or nationality.

SECTION 7. Posting of Candidates. Proposed members shall be submitted in writing to the Epiprytanis who shall post the same and present the same at the next meeting, whereupon the same shall lie upon the table until the succeeding meeting.

SECTION 8. Dual Membership. No man belonging to a national social fraternity shall be admitted to membership, and no member shall join any other social fraternity.

SECTION 9. Acceptance. On the condition that no more than one active member dissents, a candidate may be accepted into brotherhood.

SECTION 10. Grade Point Average.

A. New Associates. New associates to the University of Minnesota Tau Kappa Epsilon Colony (hereafter referred to as the Colony) are required to have at least a 2.00 Grade Point Averages for the previous quarter or a cumulative record of2.00 or better. Such averages shall be based on a 4.0 system. However, candidates who have below a 2.00 cumulative record while in attendance at University of Minnesota may be pledged upon the condition that, at the end of the quarter pledged, the candidate shall have met the 2.00 requirement. If, however, said candidate had failed to meet the aforementioned stipulation but has demonstrated a "marked improvement" (i.e. shall have attained at least an improvement of 0. 75 GP A for the last 32 credits earned), he may be extended an additional quarter to comply with this requirement provided that no more than one of the active members dissents. Upon failure to meet these requirements, a candidate must be removed from consideration for association. He may, however, after a period of at least one quarter, be again considered for pledging, provided he has attained a 2.00 during said interval.

B. Active Members: Active members must maintain a quarterly Grade Point Average of at least 2.00. If, however, an active does not meet this standard during anyone quarter, he shall be placed on probation the following quarter. During probation, an active member is expected, upon his own initiative, with the help of the Hypophetes to endeavor to regulate his activities so as to reapply himself academically. During this probationary period, should the active again fail to meet the 2.00 requirement, he shall be suspended from the Colony.

SECTION 11. Hazing. No active, inactive or alumni member of Tau Kappa Epsilon will push undue handling or mistreatment of a new associate at any time prior to or after initiation.  All laws set up by University of Minnesota, the National Chapter of Tau Kappa Epsilon and Greek Council shall be followed and administered by every man in TKE, no questions asked. Hazing will not be tolerated.

ARTICLE IV:

Dues

SECTION 1. Quarter Dues. Each member shall pay the set amount of per quarter dues, a percentage of which will be submitted to the National Chapter of Tau Kappa Epsilon on an annual basis. This fee payable no later than two full weeks after the commencement of the quarter. Late fees of $10.00 per month will he charged to members for failure to pay dues.

SECTION 2. Noncompliance. Membership in the Colony shall be terminated, by notification in writing for nonpayment of dues or for noncompliance with any of the roles and regulations herein set forth.

SECTION 3. Pledge Fee. Those accepted as pledges shall be assessed a pledging fee of $15.00, to be paid upon acceptance to association, covering pledging costs.

ARTICLE V:

Meetings and Attendance

SECTION 1. Regular Meetings. Regular meetings of the Colony shall be held every week (as is practicable) of the academic year with the exceptions of final weeks and holidays. The date, time, and place of meetings shall be specified at the first meeting of each quarter. In case of emergency or necessity, the Prytanis, on sufficient notice to each undergraduate member, may change the day, hour, or place.

SECTION 2. Special Meetings. A Special meeting may be called at any time by the Prytanis or Chapter Advisor, and shall be called by him on written request of not less than two thirds of the undergraduate members. The purpose of the meeting shall be clearly stated in any such request and also in the call.

SECTION 3. Notice. Notice of special meetings shall be given by posting the call at least 24 hours in advance of the time fixed for the meeting.

SECTION 4. Quorum. A simple majority of the members shall constitute a quorum and a quorum is required for official business to be carried out at any meeting.

SECTION 5. Attendance. Every member shall be present at every meeting, unless excused by the Prytanis or Pylortes upon written or vocal application prior to the meeting. Such excuse to be endorsed upon the application, and the same files with the Grammateus and entered upon the roll.

SECTION 6. Absence. If a member shall be absent from any meeting without an acceptable excuse, he shall pay a fine of$3.00, which shall be deposited in the general treasury.  If a member shall be late for any meeting without an acceptable excuse, he shall pay a fine of $1.00, which shall be deposited in the general treasury. In both cases the member have a written reason why he has missed.

SECTION 7. Remittance. In case such absence is caused by a reason, which prevents the obtaining of an excuse at the next meeting, the fine may be remitted on motion duly seconded and carried.

ARTICLE VI:

Officers' Duties and Election

SECTION 1. Officers. The officers shall be Prytanis, Epiprytanis, Grammateus, Histor, Crysophylos, Hypophetes, Pylortes, and Hegemon.

SECTION 2. Prytanis. The duties of the Prytanis are:

A. To preside over all meetings.

B. To enforce the constitution laws, traditions and rituals, local bylaws, and roles at all times.

C. To have all duties and powers of a president. 

D. To assist in preparation of the budget.

E. To assist the Hypophetes in giving advice to all members of the Colony who are deficient in their scholastic work.

F. To require attendance at chapter meetings, excusing them only for a good cause.

G. To appoint all committees, require them to carry out their duties, and remove members thereof that may neglect their duties or abuse their powers.

H. In general, within constitutional and legal limitations, to do everything necessary to promote the welfare of the Colony.

SECTION 3. Epiprytanis. The duties of the Epiprytanis are:

A. In the absence or incapacity of the Prytanis, to perform all his duties.

B. To have custody of the Constitution bylaws of the Colony. To be familiar with same, and bring a copy of each to every meeting.

C. To be prepared to answer all questions concerning the same.

D. To distribute copies of the Constitution and bylaws to all members of the Colony.

E. To conduct all correspondence with the Fraternity relative to the interpretation of the Constitution or any law or tradition, or the legality of any act proceeding or omission of the Colony or any officer thereof.

F. To write into the bylaws all amendments thereof.

G. To keep the copies of the Constitution, laws, and traditions up to date, and place therein all new pages.

H. To oversee the actions and work of all committees.

I. To coordinate the Public Relations program and committees.

J. To edit, with the Prytanis, the Colony's publications before release to the National Chapter of Tau Kappa Epsilon or the public.

SECTION 4. Grammateus. The duties of the Grammateus are:

A. To keep a permanent record of all proceedings of the Colony.

B. To attend to all correspondence, and, forward to the Offices of the Grand Chapter a complete record of each initiate, affiliated, reinstated or returned member.

SECTION 5. Histor. The duties of the Histor are:

A. To keep a record containing the personal history and address of each member of the Colony.

B. To file properly all matters of historical interest to the Colony.

C. The act as librarian.

D. To furnish correspondence to The TEKE magazine.

E. To execute credentials in the absence of the Grammateus.

F. To keep a scrapbook, containing all clippings and photographs relative to the Colony and its members, including programs and other such matters of interest.

SECTION 6. Crysophylos. The duties of the Crysophylos are:

A. To act as treasurer and preside over a financial committee.

B. To collect all money due the chapter and disburse the same, paying all bills that have been reviewed and approved by the financial committee.

C. To keep accurate and true accounts of all financial transactions.

D. To make reports of receipts and expenditures when required.

E. To assist in making the budget.

F. To assure that all WSU club accounts are filed in accounts through WSU Business Office.

G. To assure that all WSU appropriated funds will be returned to the Student Activity Fund reserve if the club is to be dissolved by any chance.

SECTION 7. Hypophetes. The duties of the Hypophetes are:

A. To preside in the absence of both the Prytanis and the Epiprytanis.

B. To conduct all devotional exercises; have custody of all rituals; administer the oath of officers-elect.

C. To collect the grades of each member and file to academic committee.

D. To advise with those who are deficient in their scholastic work, and take such measures as may be advisable to correct such deficiency, and report all cases of persistent delinquency, with recommendations for treatment of same.

SECTION 8. Pylortes. The duties of the Pylortes are:

A. To act as the doorkeeper at meetings

B. To be custodian of the Colony paraphernalia and to keep the same in good order and repair and to see that the meeting area is properly set up and in order.

C. Keep order at all proceedings of the Colony.

SECTION 9. Hegemon. The duties of the Hegemon are:

A. To have charge of the candidates for initiation until their initiation is completed.

B. To supervise and enforce all probationary work of said candidates. C. To assign duties to be performed by candidates.

SECTION 10. Term. The term of the Prytanis, Epiprytanis, Crysophylos, and Hegemon, shall be no less than one year. An individual may not be selected to the same office for more than two-one year terms.

SECTION 11. Officer Nominations. Nominations for officers shall be held the second to last business meeting before Winter break.

SECTION 12. Officer Elections. Elections for officers shall be held the last business meeting before Winter break.

SECTION 13. Certification. The retiring Grammateus shall certify to the Offices of the Grand Chapter within 10 days after election the names of the newly elected officers.

ARTICLE VII:

Parliamentary Authority

The rules of parliamentary practice comprised in 20th Century Robert's Rules Of Order shall govern the proceedings of this organization on all matters to which they are applicable and in which they are not inconsistent with this constitution.

ARTICLE VIII:

Advisors

SECTION 1. Advisors. The Colony shall have three active advisors including an academic (faculty) advisor, a Greek advisor, and a Chapter Advisor.

SECTION 2. Academic. The duties of the academic (faculty) advisor include:

A. Working with the Hypophetes and the Prytanis to oversee the scholastic work and progress of each member of the Colony.

B. Working through and with the Hypophetes in order to counsel and assist any member becoming deficient in his studies.

SECTION 3. Greek. The duties of the Greek advisor include:

A. Any and all duties preset by University of Minnesota to fulfill this position.

B. Overseeing all activities and functions of the Colony as an Administrative Representative of University of Minnesota.

C. To oversee and regulate all spending of monies provided by the University of Minnesota Student Activity Fund.

SECTION 4. Chapter. The duties and powers of the Chapter Advisor include: 

A. Visit the chapter regularly and attend Colony meetings insofar as possible.

B. Advise the officers concerning the performance of their duties and assist them with such questions as may arise therein.

C. Advise the Colony with respect to the Articles of Incorporation, Constitution, Bylaws, laws, traditions, usage, obligation, principles and ritual of the Fraternity, and rulings and decisions of the Grand Prytanis.

D. Has the power to call meetings of the Colony.

E. Has the power to prefer charges against any undergraduate member of the Colony.

F. To be an ex officio voting member of the Board of Advisors subject to removal from such Board and from the office of Chapter Advisor by the Executive Vice President at his discretion for violation of anything set forth in this Constitution or for other good cause.

G. Shall be notified of all Colonies activities and or functions.

H. Shall receive a copy of the minutes of all business meetings.

ARTICLE IX:

Conduct

SECTION 1. Rules of Conduct. Members and the Colony as a whole are required to abide by all roles and regulations adapted by University of Minnesota and help be a model of these laws put forth by the university.

SECTION 2. Prohibitions. Membership shall be prohibited to a candidate who is of bad reputation, immoral habits, addiction to intoxicating substances or who has violated any state or federal criminal law. Such could be grounds for suspension or expulsion of that member.

ARTICLE X:

Affirmative Action

Membership requirements shall not violate Minnesota statutes 363.

ARTICLE XI

Judicial Board

There shall be a Judicial Board established to oversee the actions of all members.

SECTION 1. Members. The Judicial Board will be comprised of three active members of the fraternity. The Pylortes shall chair the committee. The Prytanis shall appoint two other members after review of all submitted applications. The Prytanis shall be an ex officio member without voting privileges.

SECTION 2. Powers. The powers of the Judicial Board will be to review and if necessary, penalize any members who are found to be in violation of this constitution or the Colony's Code of Ethics.

SECTION 3. Penalties. The penalties the Judicial Board will have the power to impose include but are not limited to:

A. Monetary fines.

B. Additional community service hours.

C. Suspension from functions.

SECTION 4. Appeals. Any appeals to the decisions of the Judicial Board that wish to be made, will be made to the Colony's Executive Board at either a regular meeting or at a special meeting at the discretion of the Prytanis. All eight officers must be present at the meeting for the appeal to be heard. Voting members of the Executive Board will consist of Prytanis, Epiprytanis, Grammateus, Histor, Crysophylos, Hypophetes, and Hegemon. The Pylortes will abstain from voting being he is a member of the Judicial Board.

